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Cogictard 


Cogiccardprogram.com 


EXTREME MAKEOVER - 


The CogicCard Debit Card is a new and improved program... | 
NO CREDIT CHECKS......EVERYONE IS APPROVED 


The CogicCard Program was designed to unify our church financially. 
Each member that uses their CogicCard for all of their soending 
needs is joining forces to create financial strength, unification, and 
unprecedented collective purchasing power. 


The Mastercard (Debit Card) that has been designed for our mem- 
bers has less fees and more benefits. We now have a Check Card 
to be used like any other check card. 


* Free Online Bill Payment Service 
* Free Direct Deposit of your payroll or government check 
* Free Account to Account transfer 


Free deposits at over 2000 Shared Network Credit Unions 
(cuservicecenter.com) - 

Two Accounts come with this Program, your CogicCard Account 
and an Interest bearing Savings Account 


THE TEEN CARD IS NOW AVAILABLE - 

minimum age -10 to 19 years. 

This is an educational tool used to create financial awareness 

anc asponsibility. It is never to soon to lay the foundation for 
financial future. 


OP'S? Tail 1-866-75-COGIC 


DEBIT CARD PROGRay 
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NEW CHURCH CARD - 
We now have the church card 

-Every Church that signs up between 

now and November 31, 2005 will receive 

their CogicCard without paying any processing 
fee- just call 1-866-75-COGIC. 


EXISITING CARD HOLDERS- if you have one of the old 
CogicCards, the visa card, you will receive a new CogicCard 

at no charge, but we must verify your address, all that is needed 

is for you to provide your name and address and sign the 
application your new card will be sent to you in seven to ten days. 
Sign up during the Holy Convocation or call 1-866-75-COGIC. 


NEW APPLICATIONS - if you have never received or applied 


for the CogicCard, you may apply on line at cogiccard.com or call 
1-866-75-COGIC. 


The CogicCard Program needs coordinators and representatives 
for each of our local churches. 


Please call 1-866-75-COGIC for more information. 


Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson has worked hard to provide aid and hope to the victims 
of the past hurricane season. Being presiding prelate affords Bishop Patterson the use of 
people, resources and some money to impact the lives of hurting people. He was inspired 
to establish COGIC Charities when he entered office. Alas, in the aftermath of the hur- 
ricanes, the Church was not caught without a tangible life line for its displaced members. 
The saints responded to the needs of our weather- beaten members in a very positive way. 
Now, Bishop Patterson has commissioned the General Board and COGIC Charities to 
work together and develop strategies to uplift and renew the residents in the Gulf Coast 
area. This relief endeavor will take a united effort and included every bishop, pastor and Dr. David A. Halll, Sr. 
member of our Church. Now is the time all of us can support visionary leadership and provide home mission to the saints 
in need. 


The Presiding Bishop is vitally concerned that the saints understand the Church is doing the best it can with the resources 
it has. The issuance of the $1,500.00 “Pastoral Ministry Continuation Grant” to each displaced pastor by COGIC 
Charities was the beginning of a well conceived plan of support. The grants amounted to nearly $200,000.00 in direct 
appropriations. That money demonstrated that our institutional concerns went beyond the giving that was induced by the 
magnitude of last year’s hurricane emergency. That money came directly from the coffers of the organization: COGIC 
Charities. 


I will be the first to admit that some people might complain about the amount of money granted, but they are not aware 
of the entire plan being prepared by the General Board committee. The appropriation was nearly all the money raised for 
the relief effort. Bishop Patterson and the General Board are yet undaunted and upbeat about the good being done. This 
should be a time for optimism and godly pride in our commitment. The Church Of God In Christ has come of age as a 
world class denomination and the visionary leadership of Bishop G.E. Patterson has everything to do with that! 


The Church is organized and sophisticated enough to develop money for genuine philanthropic purposes. The General 
Board has moved carefully, not wanting to waste the blessing God has provided. Insightful, strong leadership is producing 
positive impact on the evacuee problem. Hopefully, the saints will not become jaded about hearing and seeing the diffi- 
culty of this situation. I hope our leaders around the country know that the General Board is listening for and attempting 
to embrace the best ideas to make renewal possible. As far as 1 am concerned, the Church seized the opportunity to affirm 
our love and care for the victims of this unprecedented natural disaster. Hopefully, the words of Elder John Penton, 
Executive Director of COGIC Charities will encourage all leaders to participate. Elder Penton said, “Through observation, 
there were lessons learned and we need to tailor- make our future plans to meet the continued needs of our people. 
Everything is at the stage of encouraging resettlement. It is the same problem the government is facing, and everybody 
must play their part to make resettlement happen!” Certainly, the General Board and Presiding Bishop Patterson need every 
jurisdictional prelate to stay motivated. 


It is easy to criticize but godly to inspire! Of course, I have a few inspiring ideas to 
share. These next suggestions are nothing new and possibly other critical thinking 
people in leadership from around the country have already thought about them. 
In fact, I know several leading bishops have broached these subjects. This is a 
time in America’s history that our government needs the help and support of its 
religious organizations. Clear- thinking and visionary people around 
the country need to step up. If our Presiding Bishop is respond- 
ed to positively, he will continue to receive monetary support 
from every quarter of the Church Of God In Christ. 

_ Visionary leadership needs two items: commitment and 
money! The next round of relief checks and the neces- 
sary resettlement endeavors must be inventive and cre- 


ate opportunities that make a real difference. Nothing 
ingenious is required, but good old common sense 
and faith in God’s anointed leadership. 


(continue on page 41.) 


JDG. 


G. E. PATTERSON | 


You Call Yourself A Christian. 


You say that you have surrendered your 
entire life to God, and you're living in 
the Promised Land of your salvation. 


But it seems that the feeling of fulfillment was temporary-replaced by 
emptiness. Sickness has crept in where health should be. What about 
your finances? You thought you would be rich, not just living from day 
to day. Depression has become a way of life. The feeling of freedom and 
power has been replaced by bondage and fear. 


But God loves His people, and He loves you too much to let you shrivel 
up in a dungeon of depression or helplessness. In the days of the Old 
‘Testament, God sent men and women with the authority to deliver His 
people from oppression, even when they didn’t deserve His mercy. These 
deliverers were called “judges,” because they brought His justice and 
mercy into balance in the lives of His people. Today, you have the great- 
est Judge of all-Jesus Christ. 


G. E. Patterson challenges you to let Christ break the shackles of low 
self-esteem, poverty, and spiritual dryness off your life. Open your heart 
‘to His righteous judgments, and you will find His offer of forgiveness, 

ce, and new freedom! With Jesus the Deliverer on your side, 


are the only person who can prevent your freedom. 


Available at the COGIC Bookstore 


ISBN: 0-88368-775-5 
Retail: $12.99 


285 South Main Street Memphis, TN 38103 


901-525-4004 phone + 901-525-4001 fax 
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Memphis-During the April Call Meeting the Presiding Bishop and 
the General Board proposed increases in assessments for the entire 
church. The bulk of the General Church budget is derived from 
credential assessments; the present total of collectible revenue in 
relation to present honorariums paid made it necessary to reassess 


those payments. 


The report stated three requests surrounding the need for the 
increase assessments but did provide for exceptions. (1) Adopt the 
new report schedule to become effective April 2007. (2) Make it 


mandatory that every jurisdiction that receives tithe from their 


_ local churches pay 10% of the tithe which they collect to the 


national church monthly. These reports will published monthly or 
quarterly. (3) Freeze the budget where it is for the next three years 


except for those necessary raises for full time employees and the 


General Board Proposes Assessment Increases 


legal expenses that we must pay as a result of the accelerated pace 


of lawsuits we face. 


Having those requests in mind the General Board appealed to the 
assembly for approval of the proposed assessment changes. The 
General Assembly eagerly embraced the request; and those who 
were not acknowledged volunteered to establish or increase their 
assessments. It was a unique and historic moment in the life of the 
organization. No one was against the increases but some chal- 
lenged the amounts. The Presiding Bishop carried the day when 
he cited how insignificant the increases were. The Church Of God 
In Christ must grow beyond unwillingness to pay the necessary 


funds to govern and conduct the business of the Church. 


The following assessments were increased: 


Title Present Assessment Proposed Assessment 
Presiding Bishop 3,000.00 15,000.00 
First Assist Pres, Bishop 2500.00 1,000.00 
Second Assist Pres. Bishop 2,200.00 5,000.00 
Secretary, General Board 2,000.00 4500.00 
Assist Sec, General Board 2,000.00 4300.00 
Former Pres. Bishop 2,000.00 5,000.00 
General Board Members 2,000.00 4200.00 
Chairman-Brd. Bishops 1,200.00 2200.00 
Chairman-Brd of Bishops 3, 000.00 
Frt. Vice Chr, Brd-Bishop 2,500.00 
Sec.Vice Chr. Brd-Bishop 2, 200.00 
Chairman- Gen. Assembly 000.00 4500.00 
Vice Chr. Gen. Assembly 000.00 2,000.00 
Bishops Jurisdictional DOM) 1,000.00 2,000.00 
Bishops-Foreign, Auxiliary, 
Emeritized 000.00 1000.00 
General Secretary 000.00 2,000.00 
Financial Secretary 000.00 2500.00 
Treasurer 000.00 2500.00 
Chief Oper. Officer 000.00 5,000.00 
Chairman-Trustees 000.00 1500.00 
Fri. Vice- Trustees 000.00 1350.00 
Sec. Vice- Trustees 000.00 1200.00 
Non Bishop-Trustees 000.00 500.00 
- Judiciary Member (non Bishop) 000.00 
8 Gen. Council Pastors/Elders 000.00 
, Admin. Assistants = 400.00 


Natl. Pres. Music 600.00 
Natl, Pres. YPWW 600.00 
Nall. Pres. Evangelism 600.00 
Supt. Natl. SS Dept. 600.00 
Natl, Chairlady YPWW 400.00 
Natl, Elect Lady, Evang, 400.00 
Natl, SS Field Rep. 400.00 
VPMusic Dept. 400.00 
VP Mission Dept 400.00 
VP Evangelism 400.00 
VP Sunday School Dept 400.00 
Dist. Superintendents 500.00 
Pastors 400.00 
Ordained Elders 150.00 
Ministers(Licensed & Unlicensed) 50.00 
Juris. Pres. Mission Dept. 350.00 
Juris. Pres. Music Dept 350.00 
Juris. Pres. YPWW Dept. 350.00 
Juris. Pres. Evangelism Dept. 350.00 
Juris. $$ Superintendent 350.00 
Juris. Chairlady, YPWW 150.00 
Juris. Elect Lady, Evangelism 150.00 
Juris. SS Field Representative 150 .00 
Juris. VP Missions Dept. 150.00 


Juris VP Music Dept 150.00 
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félebration = 
resLOGIC Scholars 


Dr. David Daniels co-chair of Bishop Charles Blake's William 
Seymour Symposium invited many scholars from the Church Of 
God In Christ to present papers at the recent Azusa Street Revival 
Celebration. The splendid West Angeles Church Of God In 
Christ was the site and the event was hosted by Bishop Charles 
Blake, First Assistant Presiding Bishop of the Church Of God In 
Christ. West Angeles was on the world’s stage and our scholarly 
saints shone bright! 


Thousands of people attended the celebra- 
tion and signaled the positive contribution 
Pentecostals are making across racial and 
denominational barriers. The scholarship 
of well learned and academically advanced 
- Spirit filled believers was testimony to 
how God is blessing the saints of every 
nation, color and culture. 


On April 23-29, 2006, the Centennial 
Azusa Street Revival was held in Los 
Angeles, California. The significance of 
this event to the Church of God in Christ 
on March 7, 1907 at 312 Azusa Street, 
Chief Apostle Bishop Charles Harrison 
Mason stated that he himself personally 
received the Holy Ghost infilling under 
Bishop William J. Seymours Bishop 

ison was in Los Angeles, California for 
At the Azusa Street 


ate asial, there were four events held similtaneously at four 


2 weeks during this great revival. 


ut the Los Angeles Convention Center, West Angeles 
f Ged in Christ, the Faith Dome Crenshaw Christian 


Bishop Charles Blake 


Center, and Amie McPhersn Semples Church. 


One of the highlights of these four events was called the Seymour 
Rallies hosted by the assistant Presiding Bishop of the Church of 
God in Christ Bishop Charles E. Blake, pastor of West Angeles 
Church of God in Christ. There were several national Penteostal 
personalities participating in all four events, but, as a historian I 
felt the Seymour Rallies were more symbol- 
ic of the spiritual shift of reconciliation for 
the entire Pentecostal world. The reason 
I say this is because for over eight years 
white Pentecostals, and their scholars and 
historians had tried to suppress the fact that 
their founding leaders and fathers in 
Modern Day Pentecostalism were African 
American men like Bishop William J. 
Seymour and Bishop Charles Harrison 
Mason. (If it were not for white and black 
academians who researched African 
American influence in modern day 
Penteostalism through their scholarly dis- 
sertations for over the past eighty years, 
much of this revelation that Bishop 
William J. Seymour and Bishop Charles 
Harrison Mason would be lost. The signifi- 
ance of this event to the church of God In 
Christ is that on March 7, 1907, at the 312 
Azasa Street, Cheif Le himself received the 
Holy Gost in filling under Bishop William Jr. Seymore. The 
Seymour Rallies symbolized a bold statement to the entire Azusa 
Centennial event; we can no longer celebrate the Azusa Street 
Revival without celebrating the African American (William J. 


Seymour) God chose to be Abraham of the greastest globe 
Pentecostal revival in America, and world history that owns to his 
credit 500 million Pentecostal in the world to date.) Mostly 
every Pentecostal denomination; whether they be white, black, 
hispanic, and every ethic makeup, can trace their founding per- 
sonalities origins to having received their Holy Ghost Baptism at 
Bishop William J. Seymour's Revival in Los Angeles, California 
in and around 1906-1908. There were three components to the 
Seymour Rallies the day services, the night services, and the 
Seymour Symposium. The Symposium took place at the West 
Angeles Church North Campus Sanctuary during the day from 
9:30am-3:30pm. Now this event in my opinion as a historian 
was the most important event because eighteen scholars and his- 
torians presented research on an insightful scholarly examination 
and critique of the life and ministry of Bishop William J. 
Seymour. Some of the scholars that participated were: Dr. 
Gaston Espinosa, Dr. Anthea Butler, Mr. Marlon Millner, Elder 
Elijah L. Hill, Dr. Frederick Ware, Dr. Cephas Omenyo, Dr. 
Cecil Robeck, Mr. Brian Rubin, Ms. Keri Day, Dr. Robert 
Franklin, Dr. Estrelda Alexander, Dr. Rufus Sanders, Ms. Sherri 
Dupree, Dr. David Daniels, Dr. Alonzo Johnson, Dr. A.G. Miller 
and Dr. Eugene Rivers. Each scholar revisited Bishop Willaim 
J. Seymour's life in an unique way that rediscovered information 
that for past eighty years needed to be expressed from other than 
a tradition biased Euro Pentecostal perpective that has lended 
itself in the past decade to deny historically their black roots. 
Thanks to the hungry and thirsting scholars, academians, 
churchmen and historians like Dr. Leonard Lovette and Bishop 
Ithel Clemmons and many others to numerous to mention, who 
would not allow their fathers’ sepulchres to be laid waste. We as 
well as many others wanted to take that lonely jouney to survey, 
research, and excavate the ruins of African American history for 


future generations to one day ponder. The Church of God in 
Christ should certainly appreciate the wealth of scholarly sons 
and daughters of Bishop C.H. Mason who played a very impor- 
tant role causing white Pentecostal to acknowledge their black 
roots during this Cenntennial in Los Angeles, California. I 
shared a paper “Bishop C. H. Mason Contending for the Faith 
of William J. Seymour.” This paper was compiled from the fifth 
chapter of my new book that will be released called, “The Azusa 
Street Revival, wrapped in swaddling cloths lying in a manger.” The 
subtitle on the front of the book cover will be, “Fifty Years before 
Civil Rights William J. Seymour and Bishop C.H. Mason 
Became the Fathers of Interracial Worship in America.” Bishop 
William J. Seymour and Bishop C.H. Mason rejected white 
supremacy during Jim Crow in America on the merits that true 
manifestation of the work of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit was 
to eliminate and remove racial barriers amongst all God's 
Christian family. Bishop Mason saw white supremacy as a 
demon spirit that his white brothers needed to be delivered from 
and told them, “Follow peace with all men........ In other words 
you cannot say you hate me as a black man or want to lynch me. 
You do not have the real Holy Ghost because you would be fol- 
lowing peace with all men, and Holiness without no man shall 
see the Lord. In retrospect, it is our reponsiblity to maintain the 
legacy of Bishop C.H. Mason and continue to hold a dialogue of 
reconcilation with white Pentecostals, awe are biases too! He 
could have used the excuse of being literally threathen by whites 
to not reconcile the races, but he realized it was Christ’s desire for 


the body to be one. @ 
Elder Elijah L. Hill 
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Second Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of 
Louisiana Regrouping 


By Dr. David A. Halll, Sr. 


The next hurricane season is coming, but the saints of Second 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of Louisiana are praising God for the 
days ahead. Hurricanes Katrina and Rita took their best shots 
and nearly devastated the whole Gulf Coast, but the Saints are 
regrouping. Bishop George Albert is doing a fantastic job serv- 
ing the people of his hurricane stricken jurisdiction. His efforts 
have inspired many to know that hope is the seed to victory. He 
recently conducted his first Ministers and Workers Meeting at 
the Thompson Memorial Church Of God In Christ. There in 
New Orleans, Louisiana, on the high side of the river, the saints 
gathered from around the country to renew fellowship and enjoy 
the Lord. Bishop Albert informed The Whole Truth, “I am here 
to do all I can to keep the pastors and saints of Louisiana Second 
Jurisdiction encouraged. Even those that settled around the 


country have been blessed and can say God is good.” 


Bishop Albert wants to thank the entire brotherhood for the 


immediate assistance given the people who fled from the disaster. 


therine Pangaro 


He commented how he is grateful to Bishop G.E. Patterson and 
congregation for the emergency money, food and clothing they 
provided. He said how Bishop Roy Winbush settled 70 members 
of his congregation in Lafayette, Louisiana and provided hous- 
ing, jobs and extended support. During this season of transition, 
the jurisdiction is supporting those that suffered devastating loses 
however possible. Bishop Albert located counseling services 
through FEMA and is doing what he can to lift the spirits of 
those who need support. “Housing is the most critical situation. 
It is difficult to drive 50-70 miles every time one goes to work, or 
to church or to do something in order to benefit daily life. The 
insurance companies are slow to pay for damages and the list of 
people making a valid effort against tough odds is long,” said 


Bishop Albert. He wants the saints everywhere to know that he 


and Second Jurisdiction’s pastors have not given up. The church 
buildings left standing have been opened to other congregations 
said Albert. His Philippi Evangelistic congregation is sharing 
facilities with another church served by Pastor Fred Burford. 
Philippi’s church motto, “A Healing Ministry for a Hurting 
People,” is being self-applied these days and God is working 


things out. 


The Second Jurisdiction is arranging housing and their housing 
location services have responded to saints and non-members 
alike. In New Orleans, there is more work to be done than there 
are available people to do it. Returning citizens raised the ques- 
tion, “How can a man resettle his family and work if he has no 
home for his family?” Tough unsolvable questions and issues are 
being addressed as we plan the Second Jurisdiction Convocation. 
In spite of the circumstances, Bishop Albert says he is not defeat- 
ed nor discouraged. He says that 45 local congregations will 


gather in July to thank God, enjoy fellowship, and continue the 


hard work of pulling life together. His goal is to provide the spir- 


itual and practical support he can from his office as prelate and 


shepherd of the people. 


Bishop George Albert may be a newly appointed prelate, but he 
is playing in the key position for the reestablishment of New 
Orleans and lives of his saints. He is acutely aware the leaders are 
key to the saints eventually coming back home and restarting life 


in the Crescent City. He has promised God to keep his enthusi- 


asm about the situation: “We all must be the source of encour- 


agement for one another. The love our saints from around the 


country have shown is appreciated. It will not go unrequited but 


will be long remembered and spoken of,” said the somber and 


soft spoken bishop. @ 
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From Another Vineyard 


I am writing to you from the abandoned pop-up trailer in which I currently reside at the Finish Line Off 
Track Betting site in Arabi, Louisiana in St. Bernard Parish, adjacent to New Orleans’ 9th ward. I am 
entering my fifth month here in the Gulf after coming down with the intention of volunteering for a 
month. However, within weeks of being here, I went from volunteer to long-term disaster relief devotee. 


I arrived at Emergency Communities in early January. A young grassroots non-profit that arose in 
response to Hurricane Katrina and the less than satisfactory response by larger, more established agencies 
and NGO’s, EC’s mission is to provide immediate on the ground-relief in areas most in need. This par- 
ticular operation--The Made with Love Cafe--opened in December and has been growing ever since. We 
serve 3 hot, wholesome, delicious meals a day, distribute non-perishable food, clothing and supplies, offer 
first aid and holistic medicine (including massage), showers, a Kids’ Space and most importantly, a safe, 
welcoming environment for the people of the Parish to reconnect with one another in a meaningful way- 
-an element essential to rebuild. We have live music at every meal, events organized for the residents 
(Super Bowl Party, bing, movie nights) and events organized by them--St. Joseph's Festival Alter and a 
Bonco (an odd sort of bingo) night. The importance of community, particularly in a time like this is cru- 
cial, but most often overlooked. We strive to serve the people of the Parish in a way that is respectful and 


loving. 


HINTS IAeTNgJEMO For my first month, I got up everyday at 5:30 am and cooked breakfast--meaning I cooked bacon or eggs 
or pancakes for 300. Afternoons were spent prepping lunch or gutting houses, serving meals and emp- 
tying trash, helping residents track down missing family members and of course, taking more pictures than 
even I thought possible. Very soon, though, I was locked in the office (big blue tent on stilts) fundrais- 
ing and writing grants. Happily, we were awarded the first one I helped to write for the United Way, of 
whom we are now a partner agency. As June approaches, things are changing rapidly. The Made with 
Love Cafe is scheduled to close in the first few weeks of June, but before that happens, we will have opened 
our second large project in Buras in nearby Plaquemines Parish--an area even more devastated than St. 
Bernard. The residents of Buras must drive over an hour to find food, showers or laundry. So, within the 
next 2 weeks, we will open a relief kitchen there, along with a full laundromat and public showers. 


Buras is 2 hours from New Orleans and a complete mess still, even now, 8 months after Katrina and 5 
months after Rita. We have a massive task ahead of us--we are tired and hot (temperatures are already in 
the 80’s and 90’s), and hurricane season begins again June 1. 


Why am I writing all of this and in such poor prose? Well, we need support. We get a good deal of food 
donated, but supply lines are drying up, primarily because people have forgotten about the Gulf and 
assume that this crisis has passed. It has not passed, and in fact, it provides new slaps in the face daily. For 
tance, the water quality which we had been told in February was just fine we have just learned contains 
over the acceptable levels of mercury and arsenic. We found this news particularly charming as it 
utifully with FEMA cutting off our water supply, as well as that of both the Parishes we serve. 
0 by water for the rest of the summer and are in the process of trying to find a way to afford 


tion system we bought to protect our volunteers and those we serve from further situations 
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Our funding has always been comprised primarily of personal donations, and as Katrina relief funding 
continues to wane, I have no reason to believe that will change. Nor should it. One of the reasons that 
Emergency Communities works so well is that it is personal. Everyone here came here for a different rea- 

son, but we all made it a priority. Helping these people and this community is extremely personal. Seeing | 
_ aneed and using compassion and creativity to fill it is the common moral imperative. It’s kept me here 
for this long and will do for a bit longer. 


Any support would be amazing--if you can give money, throw a fundraiser or even just send an email to 


friends and family...everything helps! Please visit our website: wwW.emergencycommunifies.org to donate, 
learn more, see pictures, etc. Or if you want to mail a donation, our office address is below. Also, to see 


more images of our project, visit: http://www-flickr.com/photos/katypang/sets/72057594055018169/ 
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Sister Karen Clark Sheard 
Singing the Praisers 


The Charles Harrison Mason Theological Seminary cele- 


brated its thirty-fifth Founder's Week, Tuesday, February 
21 thru Thursday, February 23, 2006. Established in 
1970, and named in the memory of Bishop C.H. Mason, 
the Founder of the Church Of God In Christ, the gradu- 
ate institution is the flagship entity for religious and theo- 
logical education in the Church Of God In Christ. The 
newly appointed president-dean, Dr. Harold Bennett, 
hosted the guests and dignitaries from around the country. 


The theme for the week was Experiencing the Ultimate 
in Pentecostalism (Acts 13:52). The week proved to be 
interesting and educational. Three major events com- 
prised the Founder’s Week activities. On Tuesday, 
February 21, the Conference on Pentecostalism was in ses- 
sion. The conference examined “The Prosperity Gospel 
and the Pentecostal Church.” Speakers, presenters, and 
book signers for this session included Bishop Chandler D. 
Owens, Former Presiding Bishop of the Church Of God 
In Christ, Drs. Harold Bennett, Robert Franklin, Eric 
Greaux, Alonzo Johnson and Bishop Martin L. Johnson, 
Ph.D. The event was opened to the public and was con- 
ducted in the Robert and Cheryl Franklin Auditorium on 
the campus of the Interdenominational Theological 
Center. The discussion was cutting edge theological dis- 


course at its best! 


op EE US 


4 Former Dean O.J. Haney Shares 
with Bishop Phillip Porter 


Wednesday, February 22, Evangelist Joyce Rodgers shared 
in the ministry of the Word during the community wor- 
ship service. Evangelist Rodgers is a powerful lady who 
qualifies as a “Daughter of Thunder!” It was held at The 
New Life Tabernacle Church Of God In Christ, where the 
On Thursday, 
February 23, Superintendent J. Drew Sheard spoke during 
the official Convocation Service. His wife, Mrs. Karen 
Clark Sheard, added star power to the morning. The 


renowned recording artist used her extraordinary voice to 


Superintendent J.E. Hogan is pastor. 


set the saints up for a spiritual blessing. The Chapel was 
packed with saints and friends from every community of 
the ITC. Elder Sheard delivered a splendid and spiritually 
moving Word! 


The last event was the Founder’s Day Banquet. Bishop O. 
L Meadows, Chairman of the Area Bishops and the 
Jurisdictional Prelate of Alabama First Jurisdiction, spoke 
to a full house. The Sheraton Gateway Hotel was filled 
with Trustee board members, professors, students, clergy, 
and saints from several states. The honors and awards 
passed out were numerous and bright smiles and well-edu- 


cated, spirit-filled people enjoyed the evening together. 


Currently, the Seminary’s thirty students and fully accredit- 
ed staff of scholars and is making solid contributions to the 
world of theological thought and the Kingdom of God.@ 
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COGIC Attorney Seeks 


9th Congressional District 


Edward L. Stanton, Ill 


By Dr. David A. Hall, Sr. 


Bro. Edward L. Stanton, II is a high achiever with a bright 
future. In November, the people of the US 9th Congressional 
District will decide if he will become their congressman. The 9th 
district is historic because Harold Ford, Sr. won the district as the 
first African American congressman in Tennessee. After a distin- 
guished career, Ford, Sr., retired and Harold Ford, Jr. won the 
seat. Ford, Jr., has received wide acclaim 
as a legislator and progressive politician. 


He is now attempting to gain a seat in the 


US Senate. 


Ed Stanton, III could become the first 
Church Of God In Christ member elect- 
ed to the US Congress. Memphis is the 
headquarters of the Church Of God In 
Christ and it would be destiny fulfilled 
should he win the seat. His family has 
deep roots in the Church Of God In 
Christ. 
member under Bishop C.H. Mason and his grandfather, the late 


His great-grandmother was a 


Elder Edward Stanton, Sr. was the assistant pastor at Temple 
Church Of God In Christ, the Founder’s Church. Dr. David A. 


Hall, Sr. now serves the congregation at 672 S. Lauderdale Street. 


Ed, Mae and Mackenzie 


Bro. Stanton’s father, Elder Edward L. Stanton, Jr., serves the 
congregation as the Superintendent of Sunday School, and his 
Ruth is Ine 


Stanton/Johnson Family has worked in ministry at Temple 


mother the Sunshine Band President. 


Church for nearly 80 years. 
Attorney Stanton is not seeking the office 


He is 


more than qualified by societal and 


without excellent qualifications. 


moral standards. He is a 1990 graduate 
of Central High School in Memphis. He 
received a BA Degree in Political Science 
from the University of Memphis, in 
1994 and his Law Degree from the 
University of Memphis in 1997. To his 
credit he has served as President of the 
Black Law Students Association and Vice 
President of the Student Bar Association. 
He began his law career in 1997 with the 
offices of Charles E. Carpenter, PC as Assistant City Attorney for 
the City of Memphis. He is now employed as Senior Attorney at 
FedEx Express Corporation in Memphis. He works on the legal 


department's commercial litigation team. 


In the community, Attorney Stanton is involved in too many 
activities to mention. He was the immediate past president of the 
Ben FE. Jones Chapter of the National Bar Association, a board 
member of the Center City Commission, a board member of the 
Memphis Area Neighborhood Development Corporation. He 
was appointed by Governor Phil Bredesen to serve as a board 
member of the Tennessee Commission for National and 
Community Service and appointed by Mayor A.C. Wharton to 
serve on the Shelby County Birth to Books inaugural board. 


His social conscience is very present. He is a board member of 
the local NAACP, Memphis Area Neighborhood Watch, Inc., 
University of Memphis- Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law 
Alumni Board and the Memphis Urban Arts Commission. 


In state government, Mr. Stanton is a former legislative intern for 
the Tennessee General Assembly and the Clinton-Gore Advance 


‘Team. 


The saints would be pleased to know he married a childhood 
friend from Temple Church, Sister Mae Smith. Together they 


have a lovely daughter, Mackenzie, who is winning hearts and 


minds with her pretty face and precious ways. Bro. Stanton is an 


STANTON 


_ lee) FOR CONGRESS 


active member of Bountiful Blessings Church Of God In Christ 
Bro. 


Stanton recently came to his home church and spoke with an 


where Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson is the pastor. 


emerging peace group that his former pastor, Dr. David Hall, Sr., 
is developing. He informed the clergy that he shares their con- 
cerns about world peace and the conflicts that tend to create 
death and destruction. “My election to Congress would bring a 
voice that has spiritual values and commitment to peace-making 


in our world.” 


Dr. Hall said, “Ed is really the best candidate for this congression- 
al seat. His being a member of the Church is providential and a 
matter of his heritage. He has an impeccable record and is aca- 
demically and professionally prepared. He stands head and 


shoulders above the rest!” 


For more information concerning the campaign see his web page 


at www.edstanton@hot mail.com. @ 
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Dr. Milton Rochford has labored 36 years as a chaplain in jails to 
the glory of God. He is an ordained minister in the Church Of 
God In Christ, but found the pulpit in the New York City and 
New York State Department of Corrections very challenging and 
fulfilling. He considers the chaplaincy a calling that other clergy 
should select as their vocation. Rochford retired in September of 
2004, only to start serving as police chaplain for the Nassau 


County Police Department on Long Island, New York. 


What is chaplaincy about? The recent 911 attack has wrought a 
deep spiritual search and the hurricanes Katrina and Rita made 
healing a national concern. In every church, secular institution, 
and government or business organization 

there is a extraordinary need for religious 

counsel. Religiously trained counselors 
with a background in crisis management 
have found greater value in America. 
People need critical intervention and 
guidance in recovery. Elder Rochford is 
convinced more people should examine 
the expanding role of chaplains. Their 


social ministry is becoming as valued as 


their religious and institutional function. 


Chaplaincy is a rare discipline that 
encompasses both secular and sacred 
realms without violating the first amend- 


Church and State do not clash 


over the chaplain’s role in the toughest sit- 


ment. 


uations. Whether in war, riot, or natural 

disaster, the chaplain is one of the first on 

site and last to leave. In fact, chaplaincy had its origin back in the 
third century AD. St. Martin, Bishop of Tour, gave half his cloak 
to a beggar as a sympathetic pastoral care gesture. In a vision later 
that evening, St. Martin saw Christ wearing the half of his cloak 
that he gave the beggar. This gave witness to his altruistic deed 
as the will of God in his life. The other half of his cloak was then 
dedicated as a relic, and those who attended to the care of the 
relic were called chaplains. The term comes from the Latin (cap- 
pellan). By the time of the Reformation, the term chaplain was 


associated with a chapel or involved in a specialized ministry 


(military, hospital, jail police, etc.). Since that time, chaplains 


have traditionally provided compassionate care, empathetic coun- 


seling, and sympathetic human and social services when needed. 
In today’s world, ministry to the institutionalized is the earmark 
of chaplaincy. Education is vital to perfecting the necessary skills 
of chaplaincy. To be a chaplain, a person must first have the 
ecclesiastical endorsement from his/her ordaining denomination. 
After endorsement the endorsed candidate must complete the 
certification process with the state. The regulations guiding cer- 
tification of chaplains usually vary from State to State. Most 
chaplains that work full time in institutions are college graduates, 
and have earned accredited masters degrees in religion or 
advanced degrees in psychology or human service disciplines. 
Lay chaplains make a significant contribution to the needs of 

people and they work hand and hand in 


support roles with the certified chaplains. 


Chaplain Rochford is one of the stalwart 
persons working with Chaplain Samuel 
Morgan under the banner of the Church 
Of God In Christ. The Church Of God 
In Christ has a distinguished record of 
military and institutional endorsements. 


In some of America’s greatest correctional 
institutions, Church Of God In Christ 
found. 


Pentecostal persons are very genuine 


endorsed persons can be 
employees and are an integral part of 
prison wardens’ programs. Helping pris- 
oners orientate themselves to the incarcer- 
ated live, and move on to successful reha- 
bilitation is part and parcel of the chap- 
lain’s work. Pentecostal chaplains have 
been very successful touching the core of the incarcerated person’s 
life. The COGIC chaplain’s close observation of the Biblical 
message found in Matthew 25:31-36 has created a special sense 
of mission and purpose. The constitution provides safeguards for 
the rights of individuals and the occupation of chaplains. 
Chaplains operate with both a religious purpose and a social sense 
of mission. “We know the visiting of prisoners, the sick and bro- 
ken hearted is essentially our function. Chaplaincy allows us to 
fulfill these responsibilities without being encumbered by the sep- 
aration of church and state establishment clause reference in the 
constitution. To God be the Glory! And so it is there is Much 
Ado about Chaplaincy,” said Dr. Rochford. @ 
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When Pastor George Murray was introduced to the saints in 
April of 2006, his name was known only by a few. Now, this nor- 
mally soft spoken and studious man is welcomed as a man of 
unique and esoteric gifts. His gift? He is capable of analyzing 
difficult situations and providing accurate damage assessments in 
This ability 
became most important when the Church Of God In Christ 


the aftermath of events like Hurricane Katrina. 


hoped to fulfill its obligation to our saints hurting from their 
hurricane experiences. Elder Murray has toured the Gulf Coast, 
met with evacuees, and assessed their needs. The truly difficult 
part was designing a method to appropriate grants and help the 
victims sustain hope over a period of uncertainty. 


In an interview with The Whole Truth, Elder Murray candidly 
spoke about the awesome task ahead. He said, “Over 317,000 
persons were evacuated out of New Orleans. New Orleans has 
received most of the press but Mississippi's Gulf Coast is equally 
torn up. The Golden Triangle in Texas, Beaumont, Orange, and 
Houston were ripped by Hurricane Rita. We have churches there 
that are partly to utterly destroyed. Professionals in my business 
believe it will take ten years to replace and build up the areas 
affected by the storms.” 


Pastor Murray stated that after the initial outpouring of aid, the 
Presiding Bishop and the General Board mobilized and then 
authorized him to work on specific problem areas. Making the 
correct assessments will ultimately help meet the greatest needs 
for the evacuees. Elder Murray related how the General Board’s 
Commission accepted his assessments that Hurricanes Rita and 
Katrina left the Gulf Coast with damage categorized as moderate, 
substantial and catastrophic. These assessments have become 
official policy and are usable in directing our relief campaign. 
Elder Murray said, “We recently granted what have become 
known as “Pastoral Ministry Continuation Grants” and appro- 
priated $1500.00 to each pastor who underwent the assessment 
profile. This cash will aid them directly and demonstrates the 
beginning of our commitment through COGIC Charities. 
Obviously, the saints need more help! Our next step will be what 
we call the issuance of Reconstruction Grants.” 


The second step to recovery has a reconstruction element. Pastor 
Murray related how the churches were damaged to varying 
degrees. Some sustained minor damage to sanctuaries, but build- 
ings where food programs and rehabilitation programs were con- 
ducted were nearly destroyed. He said, “Phase II will impact 
those ministries with a $5,000.00 grant, helping to put ministries 
like transitional housing and drug programs back on the map. It 
is crucial for these congregations to serve the communities at 
large. These churches were pillars in their communities; the lit- 
tle bit we share will bring continual revenue and function to the 
church and ministry to those communities.” He indicated the 
General Board is planning more grants for sanctuary reconstruc- 
tion. The churches that sustained moderate damage will receive 


$1,000.00, those with substantial damage will receive $2,000.00, 
and those with catastrophic damage will receive $3,500.00. 


Elder Murray said, “The philosophy behind the three leveled 
grant is simply to help. We may be able to help paint, do dry 
wall, or in the worst case, help move debris from buildings that 


are totally down.” The congregates and the pastors will eventu- 
ally have to pull things together and account for their insurance, 
and their sense of membership and stewardship to start the vari- 
ous rebuilding efforts. Rebuilding is key, and over the years God 
is going to bless our people to reconstruct facilities and min- 
istries. 


Elder Murray said, “There has never been such a major diaspora 
of people from one area. American history was made during this 
tragedy. Those hurricanes were like a large windshield wiper that 
removed the historically marginal people of the Gulf Coast from 
their homes. Nearly, 50% of our churches lost significant num- 
bers of members. They have relocated around the country. This 
leads to the Third Phase of our plan. We hope to appropriate 
$100,000.000 to assist the most needy through their home 
He has 
examined 89 churches personally and taken applications from 


churches, with a mind on getting them back home.” 


another 81. Everyone of them indicate loss of membership, some 
as high as 50%. Elder Murray hopes the General Board 
Committee will grant him permission to develop instruments to 
assist the pastors to reach the displaced members. This will take 
extended training and support. “For the future growth and 
development of our churches in the affected areas, the Church Of 
God In Christ must recognize this: The majority of persons yet 
displaced are those we usually provide ministry, the poor! It 
would seem that COGIC Charities can make not only a finan- 
cial statement but a socio-cultural statement with its recovery 
endeavors. America is facing a new set of human and civil rights 
issues. The Church Of God In Christ is ready to assist in the 
renewal of lives and property. Poor and minority people should 
have their rights protected,” said the Elder with a very serious 


tone. 


Having interviewed Pastor Murray, I believe the entire Church 
Of God In Christ needs to have a catharsis of some type. Our 
leaders are trying to alleviate the fears and anxieties of the dis- 
placed persons from the Gulf Coast. Elder Murray has given 
voice and substantial work to the needy, and in the form of 
money has demonstrated the Church’s commitment. As this pos- 
sibly ten year process develops, the Church will continue to 
respond. Giving and supporting is humane and spiritually nec- 
essary for our organization. Finally, Elder Murray said, “This will 
not be an easy thing to accomplish. It will take time and it will 
take a devoted people, both evacuees and membership nation- 
wide, responding to leadership. But, nothing is impossible with 


God!” © 
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By Joann Pigott 


On Monday, January 10, 2006 hundreds of sparkling limos and 
automobiles lined the main entrance of Houston’s Wortham 
Theatre bringing impeccably dressed women and gentlemen of 
style and nobility. Local AIM Chairperson Lady Myra Banks and 
the Texas Local AIM Committee organized the “Black Tie Gala” 
to support the 2006 AIM Convention. 


A gorgeously arrayed large dining area, which could only be 
ascribed to Sir William Bill Lacy and Lady Diane Woods, wel- 
comed the saints. Two oversized screens 
and four flat screens provided attendees 
with an expansive view of the festivities. 
Men clad in regal tuxedoes and suits, 
and ladies in elegant formals and 
evening dresses were graciously escorted 
to the $200.00 seats by Lady Jasmine 
Jernigan, Chair of Hostesses and her 
train of hostesses for the evening. 
Observing the array of beautiful sur- 
roundings and individual panache 
caused Lady Jeorgia Eagleton of the Mt. 
Rose COGIC to exclaim, “The saints 


were extraordinarily attired.” 


A concerto of music accompanied the 
fine dining experience as the saints = 
enjoyed the grilled filet mignon main 
course. Musicians Mark Copeland, Mark Simmons, and Chris 
Black along with guest soloist and National Recording Artist 
Kim Burrell Wiley provided an exquisite musical experience. 


Other featured artists were Angela Bennett and Wilma Bivens. 


In honor of the twelve Texas Bishops, of which seven were in 
attendance, a three-minute video presentation, From Boyhood to 
Bishopric, was shown on each of them and no doubt combed 
many of their forgotten memories. Following the video presen- 
tations, some of the corporate sponsors ($2500.00 contributors), 
privileged to introduce the Texas Bishops were: Bishop Shelton 
Bady, Evangelist Kerney Thomas, Jr., Bishop Charles Brown and 
Missionary Cari Barnes of the Williams Temple COGIC. 


Missinary Myra Bank is applauded 


Texas AIM Committee Honors 12 Texas Bishops in Black Tie Gala 


Representatives from the supporting Texas jurisdictions inundat- 
ed the Bishops with gifts of vacation packages, cruises, spas, 


hunting trips, luxury hotels and resort accommodations. 


Several VIPs, notably AIM Chairman J. Drew Sheard and Lady 
Karen Sheard, General Board Member and Former AIM 
Chairperson Bishop J.W. Macklin, YPWW President Michael 
Hill and Chairlady Joyce Rodgers, Public Relations Director Carl 
Pierce and Attorney BJ Warren were easily sited at the gala. Their 
presence and godliness encouraged oth- 
ers to make this night better than a 
night at the Oscars. It was unquestion- 
ably a historic evening that each 
attendee relished and would certainly 
relish forever. It was also a starry night 
for glamour, with a twist of glitz, and a 
delicate touch of grace and COGIC 
Royalty. 


The honorable Texas Bishops in atten- 
dance were Bishop Rufus Kyles, Jr., 
Texas Southeast First Jurisdiction, 
Bishop N.H. Henderson, Sr., Texas 
South Central Jurisdiction, Bishop 
William H. Watson, Texas Northwest 
Jurisdiction, Bishop J. Edward Lee, 
Texas East Jurisdiction, Bishop A. 
LaDell Thomas, Texas Southeast Second Jurisdiction, Bishop 
Samuel E. Iglehart, Texas Southwest Jurisdiction, Bishop C.F. 
Porter, Texas Lone Star Jurisdiction and Bishop Charles Brown, 


Auxiliary Bishop. 


Elder Ron Eagleton and Elder W.A. Jenkins were co-chairs for 
the fabulous “Black Tie Gala.”. HRL Local AIM Chairperson for 
AIM 2006, Lady Myra Banks, closed out the unforgettable 


evening with graceful remarks, humble gratitude and a mellow 


song. @ 


Story depth provided by 
Ladies Myra Banks and Jeorgia Eagleton 
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Around Tunica Cut Off, at Charlie’s Dock one may hear people 
proclaim, “You fish like Brown!” This seldom heard expression 
is reserved for those who fished the lake and maybe caught 75 


fish that morning. Who is Brown? Brown is Elder Sidney 
Brown, a Memphis area evangelist who has built a solid reputa- 
tion as both a fisher of man and fish. Brothers who know about 
Elder Brown and his skill often say, “The reason there are fish in 
the lake is because Elder Brown has to go to church.” This is real! 
A gentleman saw Elder Brown's catch one day and commented, 
“Hey, You fish like Brown.” Sidney turned to him and stated, “I 


am Brown.” 


I have a story to tell you. Elder Sidney Brown, 
Jr. was not always a sterling example and role 
model in ministry and sport. He was by his 
own confession a hard case. God delivered him 
from drugs, alcohol, jail and many other bur- 
dens. There is nothing too hard for God, is 
how Elder Brown relates his witness. He now 
plies his vocation of ministry under the leader- 
ship of Bishop Samuel L. Lowe and preaches a 
reaching and convicting gospel message to 
nearly unreachable persons. 


The Lord blessed him with a beautiful wife and together they 
have three adult children who love God. They have a ministry 
together that is exemplary of a Church Of God In Christ min- 
istry built on the husband and wife team. The Browns are mis- 
sion oriented and purpose driven. 


If a church needs a man that is able to reach tough cases, call 
Sidney Brown. Ifa church needs a voice that can speak to cut- 
ting edge issues, call Sidney Brown. If a church needs someone 
to put it in touch with this current generation, call Sidney 


Brown. Nothing beats experience but God using experience to 
creatively change hearts and minds. Therefore, God uses Sidney 


Brown. 


Now that you are aware that Elder Brown is genuinely concerned 
about the Lord and his ministry, let me inform you about his 
ability to catch fish. I went to Tunica Lake to observe the legend 
in action. To my dismay, I selected a terribly windy day for the 
fishing exhibition. The lake was choppy and the wind blew 
stronger with every increase in the temperature. Other fishermen 
were busy driving their boats all over the lake attempting to get 
beyond the wind. There was little calm and 
less clear water to be found that day. Elder 
Brown settled in and gave me his philosophy 
for fishing during difficult circumstances. He 
demonstrated where fish would gather and 
with the passage of time what patterns they 
would follow. He pulled the boat close to fall- 
en and clustered trees submerged under water, 
then fished selectively. He used a rig and wax 
worms early in the morning and then switched 
to a little fish that afternoon. The result was 


evident, he kept pulling the fish in. 


I was elated with his demonstration of fishing. Elder Brown stat- 
ed his disappointment, “I’m not catching the fish like I normal- 
ly do.” As we docked the boat other fishermen approached us. 
It seemed evident that Elder Brown was the measure of the day. 
“Hey Brown, I caught five fish today. How about you?” “Hey 
Sidney, I only got one and I am going home. Here take this one,” 
stated another man. I asked Elder Brown, “How many did we 
catch?” Even though I did not catch one fish, I proudly stood by 
the catch. Elder Brown said, “twenty-five fish, but yesterday, I 
caught sixty-five.” © 
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I have recently returned from the mission field in Pakistan and 
Nigeria. The Lord brought this about in an unusual way. I was at a 
retreat in Nashville, Tennessee with my husband and completely 
overlooked the designated seating. Later, Pastor and District 
Superintendent George O. Adebanjo, a Nigerian native who had 
done extensive work for many years on the foreign missions field, 
seated himself at our table next to me. We talked about the 100 
plus churches that the Lord has blessed him to mentor in Pakistan 
and Nigeria. After being seen in Pakistan while a guest on TBN, 
Pastor Adebanjo was invited to that country. Accepting the invita- 
tion, he began to aid, exhort, and teach the congregations as he was 
instructed by God. His unselfish labor of love did not go unnoticed 
by the eyes of the Lord nor men. The Presidium of the Church of 
God In Christ, Inc. (the leaders of the parent religious organization in 
which he serves as a pastor and district superintendent), took note of 


his labor and subsequently designated him Bishop of Pakistan. 


Being a great lover of the souls of humanity myself, I listened with 
great interest as he spoke this end time's work that the Lord is estab- 
lishing in this 97% Muslim country. If God could plant Moses as a 
helpless infant in Pharaoh’s palace when Pharaoh himself had 
ordered all Hebrew newborn males slaughtered, surely he can pro- 
tect the Christian Church in a Muslim country and culture. It was 
a divine set-up for me to be seated near Bishop-Designate 


Adebanjo. I have traveled extensively also on the foreign mission 


field and was quite impressed. 


Bishop invited me to join him on his next trip to Pakistan. I was 
ready and raring to go to this “third world” country. The Bible did 
not say the first, second, or third world; it said “the world”. So far 
I’ve been blessed to carry the gospel to nearly 50 states and five con- 


tinents. 


Several weeks before our scheduled departure, a 7.6 Richter- scale 
earthquake hit Pakistan. Several people whom had planned to make 
the trip declined but Bishop-Designate Adebanjo assured me we 
would not be near that site. We left JFK airport on October 15, 
2005, on a 14 hour flight to an island in the Middle East. We slept 
over in the airport, and then took an 8 hour flight to Lahore 
Pakistan for a total of 22 hours of flying time. 


When we arrived in Pakistan at 2:00 a.m., approximately sixteen 
male Pakistani pastors met us. They had a bouquet of flowers for me 
and leis for all of us. Our hotel was fabulous, clean and very mod- 
ern. After awakening I looked from the window and saw horse 
drawn wagons, donkey carts, camels, motor vehicles and people. 
There were no driving lanes, no traffic cops, no insurance coverage 
of motor vehicles, and no inspection of vehicles. The exhaust fumes 
from the cars were overwhelming and we protected our faces with 


towels. You could see evidence of the pollution on the towels. 


Pakistan is a poor country, yet they went to great lengths and 
expenses to get the word out. They posted 10,000 posters through- 
out the villages and cities with our pictures announcing our coming. 
The Lord was sending Christians to answer “The Macedonian Call. 
They were expecting a great move of God and they were not disap- 


pointed. 


The churches are small and made of homemade brick. There are no 
upholstered pews with pampered, nodding saints sitting on them. 
These people were alert and hungry for the word of God. There 
were no choirs marching in, no sensationalism, and no endless 


announcements. They just wanted the sincere milk of the word. 


The message taught was the doctrines and principles of the 
Christian faith. I taught the redemptive work of Christ on the cross, 
godly living, having faith in God, sharing your faith and giving to 
the work of God in order to get more souls saved. We spoke through 


an interpreter and they hung on every word. 


Once we were escorted through a dark, winding 
alley by armed guards to a small church; this 
church was only allowed to conduct service at 
specified times. Bishop Adebanjo was blessing 
the building and suddenly an older Pakistani 
lady came forth and began to speak a prophetic 
word to me. She spoke the same prophetic word 
that Evangelist Missionary Bernice Coffer 
(deceased) had spoken over my life when I was 
a mere pre-teen. She reminded me that God 
anointed me for this work a long time ago. She 
said He would provide for me and protect me. 
It was hard to restrain ourselves during that 
move of God but we had to be quiet. There was 
activity taking place outside the church that the armed guards were 


suspicious of. They hurriedly whisked us away. It was like something 


out of the book of Acts. 


Pastor Shahzad, one of the younger pastors, had set up a Women’s 
Conference in another city. I was not told of this prior to my com- 
ing. I brought a message on prayer and its effectiveness. The 
Pakistani Church loves prayer. The men had so graciously yielded 
their seats so more women could get in the meeting. However, the 
men listened from the outside. Women’s Conference or not, this 
was the word of God and they wanted to hear too it . They all were 
hungry for the pure word and for the simplicity that is in Christ. 
God met us and anointed me into bringing that message on prayer. 
After all, the Church was born out of a prayer meeting that conclud- 
ed on the day of Pentecost. Pastor Shahzad’s mother conducts her 
church services from her roof top, PA. system and all. She is literal- 
ly shouting the gospel from the roof top. She is a powerful matri- 


Bishop George O. Adebanjo 


arch, a dynamic and fearless woman of God. If Deborah could 
judge Israel under a palm tree, then surely this mother in Zion can 


hold Church on her roof. 


There are 16 women Pastors in Lahore, Pakistan. Ironically, they are 
well received by everyone. We hear so much about the oppression of 
women in Muslim countries; but these women of God seem to be 


going forth unhindered. 


The Pakistani people had a little cultural shock of their own where 
I was concerned. A tall African-American female with braids, wear- 
ing dresses created quite a stir. | was being looked at wherever we 
went. I was not uncomfortable with that. Our largest meeting was 
attended by over 4,000 people. They love to be prayed for and to 
have hands laid on them. Many came forth wanting to be healed. 
Over two thousand souls were harvested for the Lord! Reports are 
yet coming in of salvation and healing via email. God is awesome 


everywhere! Saints are the same everywhere. 


There is much poverty there. So many people 
cannot read or write. We need to help them 
build schools for the children. They will some- 
day be the ones God will use to spread the 
gospel. 
Jesus didn’t just preach to the people who fol- 
lowed Him, He fed them also. We want to help 


them move toward self-reliance. The Pakistani 


We need a tangible presence there. 


Church does not want handouts, hand me 
downs, or a handover. The Pakistani Church 
needs a hand up! 


If you have a burden for souls and want to be a 
part of “the Great Commission,” (go into all the 
world), you can be by helping the Pakistani Church. 


We concluded our tour in Pakistan and traveled to Lagos, Nigeria. 
We saw God move again in that three day convention. Many pas- 
tors, male and female, rallied around Bishop Adebanjo as he 
preached and pronounced deliverance into their lives. However, I 
feel so blessed to be a part of this overseas missions team. Bishop 
Adebanjo was very pleased with how the Lord has inspired me. He 
felt even the Customs officers seemed more relaxed because of the 


anointing. 


I am now home in Memphis sitting on ready and waiting on my 
next assignment. The Lord said “go into all the World. The world is 


greater than North America. I want the World saved, one soul at a 


time. How about you? © 
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Memphis, TN. The Church Of God In Christ Publishing House is 
installing a Muller Martini Saddle Stitcher 221 model. The unit is a beau- 
tiful state of the art saddle stitcher that is a simple machine that can be fully 
automated for maximum production. Book signatures are placed manual- 
ly onto the gathering chain which conveys the product to the stitching unit. 
The flying stitching heads travel with the chain making for reliable binding. 
The unit has the 3-knife trimmer and other technical items that will 
advance the Publishing House’s productivity. The unit has great safe- 
ty features and should help the staff produce books at a much higher 


rate. 


Dr. David Hall, Sr., CEO, is attempting to make as many steps possi- 

ble to advance the ministry. Binding problems have been a concern in past 

months. “This unit will help tighten up our processes and provide greater 

productivity,” commented Hall. The new stitcher will replace an 

older and slower McCain unit. Dr. Hall stated, “The saints need to 

be informed about any upgrading of the ministry, and this is signif- 

icant.” Muller Martini is a world leader in stitching equipment. 

The stitcher is the first of the planned equipment purchases Dr. Hall 
has scheduled to upgrade the Publishing House. @ 


THE COGIC DEBIT CARD PROGRAM 
Part D Medicare Prescription Drug Program 


BISHOP HAYNES Sinaia " The CogicCard Program is helping to educate our churches and 
“Vivian and | are excited about the | 7 communities by providing a service to our senior citizens looking 
ae iption drug caper : : for health care. The cost of prescription drugs has become so 
salsa te orueny sea expensive that the federal government created a program called 
service our senior citizens through : oaicie" ase 
affordable prescription drug plans along | Part D Medicare’a Prescription Drug Program for all Seniors, 65 
with providing a financial benefit | years of age or older who are eligible for Medicare A and B. This 


to our local churches and community.” program was designed to meet the needs of seniors in our country. 


BISHOP WELLS 

“Sister Wells and | emphatically endorse 
the partnership between CogicCard Inc. 
with Penn Life Insurance. This will save 


our members thousands of dollars in : : i : : 
out-of-pocket medical expenses and will church will receiv 00. Many of us are affiliated with Senior 


also create a revenue stream for our local Citizen Homes ang Fi ealth Care Program Agencies which will 

churches, as well as our national church; give us an opportu other senior citizens in our munity. 

thus,empowering ustoproduceamore  . 
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effective ministry.” _ _ 
» Unifying our church finan cially trough products and services. 
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Pentecostal Church Part Two 


By Bishop Martin L. Jonnson 


One is forced to raise the question as to the ethical, social and 
economic nature of the Word of Faith theology: is it utilitarian- 
ism and consequentialism? (The greatest good for the greatest 
number-Jeremy Bentham and John S. Mill), or, is it inconse- 
quential? (The right motive, act or intent - Emmanuel Kant), or 
does it run counter to the Protestant work ethic? Honestly, it 
does not seem to me to be either of the above, but rather a delib- 
erately developed theology that is atrociously perpetrated upon 
those who want their goals met right 


now. 


Economic empowerment has been 
and is an intricate part of the social 
goals of Blacks in general and, in rela- 
tively recent years, it has become a 


primary focus of the Pentecostal. 


The Prosperity Gospel, The Word of 
Life Theology, and The Positive 
Confession Group believe that 
humans are positioned as the core of 
the spiritual world; therefore, prayers 
have the ability of enabling humans to 
manipulate the spiritual world. This 
theology is at best, or worst, occult 
and Gnostic in orientation, which 
sees the spiritual as being superior to 
the physical body. Thus the propo- 
nents of this theology hold that the 
spirit is the medium of knowledge directly from God. Therefore 
those who are outside of the Prosperity Theology movement have 
no knowledge. There are six (6) basic tenets of the Positive 
Confession Group: 1. Faith is a force that God and man can use. 
“You have all the capabilities of God dwelling you” (Capps), “You 
have the same ability as God has within you; we have His faith” 
(Copeland). 2. Faith’s force is released by speaking words. “The 
God-kind-of-faith is 


released by the words of your 


The Prosperity Gospel 


The Socio-Economic and Theological Implications of the Prosperity Gospel for the 


mouth”(Hagin), 3. Man is a ‘little god’ in God’s class (2 
Corinthians 5:17) (Tilton, Hagin, Capps), 4. Anyone-Christian 
or occultist - can us the faith force. “Everything you say, positive 
or negative, will come to pass” (Capps), 5. You get what you con- 
fess. “Because you can have what you confess,” Hagin). “To get 
what you want let your desires agree with your heart and the 
words of your heart and the words of your mouth agree with your 
wants.” (Copeland). 6. Never make a negative confession. “If 
you confess sickness, you get it, if you 
confess health, you get it, whatever you 
say you get it” (Capps), In addition to 
the six (6) tenets mentioned above is 
the “Seed of Faith’ theology which 
strongly admonishes the followers to 
plant a seed of faith in anticipation of 
receiving a bountiful return. 

Prosperity  Gospel’s 
Foundation, Or The Lack Thereof. 


Theological 


The Prosperity Gospel, Word of Life, 
Word of Faith and the 


Confession groups had their origin 


Positive 


within the confines of the Christian 
Church and, therefore, it stands to rea- 
son that their basic Scriptures would 
naturally be taken from the Judeo- 
Christian Bible. Because the theologi- 
cal orientation is slightly different from 
that of the traditionally historical approaches, inevitably there 
must emerge a new twist to the theology. While theology is basi- 
cally, “Faith seeking understanding,” I would take the definition 
a bit further than Saint Anselm and say that theology is faith 
seeking a proper and an accurate understanding of God’s Word 
in order to further clarify the Faith. The remainder of this paper 


will have two foci. First, there will be a focus on the Biblical texts 


(The Prosperity Gospel continued on 39) 
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By Patricia A. Rogers 


About twelve years ago (1993), my sister, Lillie Faison from 
Virginia, brought it to my attention that the rear left side of my 
neck was larger than the right side. I did not get too excited 
about it because I had never noticed this and there was no pain 
or discomfort. Five year ago (2000) when having my annual 
check-up, I pointed it out to my doctor and she suggested that I 
go to a specialist to have an MRI test done to determine what it 
was. The MRI revealed that it was a Lipoma, which is a benign 
fatty tumor. It was located on the back left side of my neck, 
embedded in the muscles and was barely visible unless you looked 


very closely. 


Lipoma may occur when you receive a hard blow to an area, or 
from heredity or diet. One doctor indicated that it could have 
developed as a result of a car accident I had in 1991 when my van 
turned over and my left collar bone was broken in three places. 
God miraculously grew new bone and knitted the bones back 
together, which prevented the possible surgery to wire the bones 
back together. 

The neurosurgeon who examined the Lipoma is one of the top in 
the country. He stated in 2000, that since the Lipoma presented 
no pain or discomfort, he would measure it,each year to make 
sure it was not growing larger. In 2005, the MRI test indicated 


that the Lipoma had grown slightly. At this point my doctor stat- 


Je et bore ey 


ed that he wanted to surgically remove it. I was not sick and in 
no pain, even though I was told that the tumor was the size of a 
grapefruit. The first miracle was the fact that there was a tumor 
in my neck that size but was not touching a nerve or artery and 
no pain. The tumor was yet embedded in the neck and barely 


visible from the outside of the neck. 


I prayed and sought the Lord concerning His will in this situa- 
tion. At my annual day in May 2005, I asked God several ques- 
tions: should I have the surgery; if so, why; and what would be 


the outcome? I did not share these questions with anyone. 


At the end of the service, God spoke through three different peo- 
ple. Pastor Michael Fowler went to the organ and said I hear vic- 
tory, victory. Bishop Lawrence Wooten, my husband, stood up 
and told the story about the man who was born blind in Matthew 
9:1-3. The disciples asked in the scripture, why was he born 
blind. The answer was that the works of God should be made 
manifest in him. Finally, Kandice Mofaatt stood up at the bene- 
diction and stated, “I thank God for Lady Wooten, a great 
woman of faith who always says just believe God; no ifs, ands or 
buts, just believe God.” Through these three individuals who did 
not know what I was asking God, my answer came clearly: There 
would be victory; God was going to be gloried and His will man- 


ifested; and I should just have faith and believe God. 


I decided to schedule the surgery on May 24, 2005, and my hus- 
band was in agreement. Prior to the surgery, the surgeon told me 


the following: 


1. This would be a very painful surgery because the roots of the 
tumor would have to be dug out of different parts of my 
neck where they were entangled in the muscles. 


2.He stated that after the tumor the size of a grapefruit is dug 
out, there would be a sunken area in my neck that would 
have to be filled in and repaired by a plastic surgeon using a 
synthetic substance, a cadaver (donated body tissue), or fat 
cut from another part of my body. I met with the plastic 
surgeon who explained this procedure and indicated a team 
would perform the surgery together. I hesitantly agreed to 
use the fat from my body, which would mean an incision in 
my stomach. 


3.He stated that some muscles in my neck would be 
permanently damaged and I would not be able to shrug my 
left shoulder after the surgery. 


4. He stated that there would be some permanent numbness in 
the back of my neck. 


5.He stated I would have to attend therapy to properly move 
my neck again. 


6. He stated that I would perhaps have to have blood 
transfusions during the surgery because of the amount of 
blood I would lose during the incisions. I donated one pint 
of blood a week before the surgery for myself; however, when 
I was being prepped at the hospital for surgery, the doctor 
felt I would need more blood and ordered another pint from 
the Red Cross. I did not want to receive anyone else’s blood, 
but I was encouraged to sign the papers. 


7.He stated that I could not travel to the Women’s 
International Convention in Atlanta, Georgia on May 30, 
2005, because the wound would be fresh and I would be in 
pain, etc. 


The Miracle 


I was scheduled for the surgery on May 24, 2005, at 7:30AM, 
with a 23 hour hospital stay at DePaul Hospital. In spite of all of 
the predictions stated by the neurosurgeon, I did not worry or 
fret, because I know God as a healer and a miracle worker and 
there is nothing too hard for God. I told my husband and 
Evangelist Sharon Williams that I believed the tumor was just 


going to pop out when the doctor made his incision. I saw it in 


my spirit and I knew that I had the victory and God would be 
glorified. I knew that God would perform the surgery as the 
Master Physician! Bishop took me to the hospital and prayed the 
prayer of faith before the surgery. He said, “...confound the doc- 


tors and let there be no complications.” 


I went into the surgery at 7:30 AM and awakened at approxi- 
mately 1:30 PM. The first thing I did was to shrug my left shoul- 
der, and praise God, it was working perfectly! I moved my head 
and neck with no problems. God through His awesome power 


contradicted everything the doctors said would occur. 


I did not see the doctor until 6 AM the next morning. I asked 


him the following questions: 


1. How did the surgery go? He said the surgery was very 
successful. He stated, “When we poked at the tumor, it 
popped out! It was capsulated, self-contained in a capsule. It 
had no roots and was not attached to you in any way.” After 
the tumor popped out, they stitched me up. The doctor 

used the same words I had used in my confession- The 
Tumor will pop out! The doctor did not have to dig it out - 
God popped it out. 


2. What did the plastic surgeon do? He did not do 
anything...just watched. After the tumor popped out, my 
neck was level from side to side and no fill-ins or plastic 
surgery was needed. 


3. Did I need any blood? No, I needed no extra blood. 
The surgical team returned the blood I donated for myself 
back to the Red Cross. 


The nurse came to remove the bandage and stated the cut was 
already growing back together. I went home at 12 noon on May 
30th, the day after the surgery, with no bandage, no neck brace 
and no drainage tubes. I felt great and the 10 inch incision 
looked great. If the doctors had known that the tumor was going 
to pop out, and that there were no roots to dig out, I think they 
would have made a much smaller incision. Even the bald area 
where they shaved part of my hair looked great because I know it 
will grow back even thicker and fuller than before. The incision 
was healed to the point where it did not sting when wiped with 
an alcohol pad the day after the surgery! Praise God! If you can 
believe it and confess it, God will do it! I had no numbness, no 
muscle spasms and absolutely no side affects because God per- 
formed surgery and put the tumor in a capsule and then told it 


to pop out, and then told the cut to heal overnight! @ 
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oly Millionaire” 


Dr. Michael Eaddy and the AIM Scholastic Motivation Ministries Offer a 
Phalanx of Exciting Ministries At The Hilton Houston Americas Hotel 


By Glenda Williams Goodson 


The Scholastic Motivation Ministries continue to pro- 
vide intellectually stimulating and fun exercises to inspire 
youthful members of the AIM delegation. The 2006 
Auxiliaries in Ministry Scholastic Motivation Ministry 
will be once again packed with ministries for every age. 
The Bible Bowl, Mathematics, Drama, Spelling Bee, 
Creative Writing, COGIC Gentlemen, Jump Rope, and 
much more will again be housed in the SMM Village. 


Dr. Michael Eaddy and the SMM team will host a 
parade down the streets named after COGIC luminaries 
such as G.E. Patterson Ave., Drew Sheard Blvd., and 
Mother Willie Mae Rivers Street. 


Campaigns will be held for the Mayor of the SMM 
Village with candidates canvassing each ministry's 
“working” to get out the vote! 


This year, the team has also created the SMM Financial 


District and invites each young delegate to Connect to 
Collect! Dr. Eaddy commented, “Come to the financial 
district and get $50,000 ‘bucks’ and learn how to save, 
invest, budget, and buy smart. Delegates will also learn 
about the power of credit and the curse of debt.” 


This new addition to the SMM offerings will give our 
youth a head start on building their financial acumen. 
Adults are also invited to participate as Scholastic 
Motivation Ministries is looking for willing convention 
attendees with background as financial planners, 
bankers, mortgage brokers, loan processors, credit man- 
agers, real estate brokers etc., who will volunteer ONE 


DAY to serve as SMM financial consultants in the 
FINANCIAL DISTRICT of SMM VILLAGE. © 


If you wish to volunteer or need further information, 
lease contact Dr. Eaddy: eldeaddy sbeglobalnet 
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Composed and Dedicated by PFC Claude Farlow, 
# 38501728- 3236 QM. Serv. Co. APO 887 
New York, New York, 1945 


These are the characteristics of a faithful wife, 
Far above rubies is she valued in price, 

Her husband doth trust her, he is also loyal, 
For her, he will labor, for her, he will toil. 

She will not do evil, but good all her days, 

She will honor God in all her ways 

When it comes to duty, she has willing hands 
She yields her fruit like a faithful land. 

She is like a ship, that brings food from abroad, 
A good wife is really a gift from God. 

She rises out of bed while it is yet night, 

She make preparations for the approaching light. 
If it’s necessary she will strive to buy a field, 
Not only sow, but strive to make it yield; 

Her arms are strong, they are not weak, 

She has lovely disposition, and is very meek. 
She knows what she does will not be invain, 
She is not afraid of the spindle, she take hold 
with her hand; 

She is not all for herself, but is ready to give, 
This is her motto, live and let live. 

Of the snow and ice she is not afraid 

She makes coverings of tapestry for her bed; 
Her household is well clothed with scarlet cloth, 
She practices economy so there is nothing lost. 
This is the effect she has on her mate, 

He is well-known among the elders 


as he sits in the gate; 
She supplies her house, then makes linens for sale, 
She has a strong character, not weak or frail. 
Honor and strength are hers in the home, 

She shall rejoice in times to come; 

Her mouth is full of wisdom, her words are kind, 


They are food to the soul, and strength to the mind. 


She looks well to house, doesn’t idle her time away, 
She fulfills her duties, twenty four hours a day; 
Her children call her blessed, 


whom she has striven to raise, 


Her husband also plays his part, in giving her praise. 


Her daughters may be virgins, 

no matter how great or small 

But thou, oh faithful wife, excellest them all 
Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain, 


A woman that fears the Lord has everything to gain. 


So it’s to you wives, the beginning of a nation, 
Who played such an important part 

in God's creation. 

Maintain these good works, you deserve all praise 
Learn to acknowledge the Creator in all your ways. 
Sometime your role may seem difficult and hard, 
But always remember, at the end there’s a reward; 
So keep in step, do not fall short of the goal, 

And may heaven smile upon you 

each day you grow old. 


Dedicated to my wife 
Mrs. Mary Farlow 
New Orleans, LA 
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By. Elijah L. Hill 


By finding and publishing a wealth of documents and pho- 
tographs about the history of women’s work in the Church 
Of God In Christ (COGIC), 
Elijah Hill has done much more 
than to supply his readers with 
new information. He has also 
provided insight into the pio- 
neering spirit of Bishop C. H. 
Mason, whose vision for the 
Church included a sense of 
equality for women and oppor- 
tunities for them to exercise their 
spiritual gifts despite opposition 
from male church leaders and 
the prevailing attitudes of the 
wider society. As author of 
Women Come Alive! Elder Hill 
reveals important details about 
the life of Mother Lizzie 


Memphis upon arrival for the 32nd annual convocation, the old 
National Temple, and other rare photographs amassed by Hill. 
The book carefully documents the 
leadership roles played by women 
in establishing foreign missions and 
schools. Since Hill focuses on the 
life of Mother Robinson, he under- 
standably devotes much of the 
book’s content to the growth of 
COGIC in Nebraska and the near- 
by states of Kansas and Missouri. 
Hills book summarizes COGIC 
history in the area and provides 
powerful evidence that the COGIC 
has a long history of prominence in 
African-American history, given the 
close relationships forged between 
COGIC women leaders, such as 
Lillian Brooks Coffey, who succeed- 


Robinson, the first Overseer of Second General Supervisor ed Mother Robinson as leader of 


women’s work, chronicles 
COGIC growth in the mid-western states, documents the 
Church opposition to the First World War, and provides 
ample evidence that women have been partners with pastors 
of COGIC congregations and leaders of church initiatives. 
In the context of the history of modern Pentecostalism, 
Hill’s book contributes to the notion that the COGIC was 
much more of a progressive force in Christian history than 


many contemporary observers have been led to believe. 


Readers who are mainly interested in COGIC Church his- 
tory will value the many photographs that illustrate the 
multi-racial nature of the COGIC from its beginnings, the 


range of churches that sprang up in small towns and cities 


in the Midwest, the saints crowding the train station at 


Mother Lillian Brook Coffey GOCiGwwonrcneaiceccnian@ 


Mallory, long-time principal of Saints Industrial School in 
Lexington, Mississippi, and national civil rights figure and edu- 
cational pioneer, Mary McLeod Bethune. By clearly establishing 
the working relationships between Bethune and Mother Coffey, 
Hill shows that COGIC women leaders have had an impact on 


the larger society as well as within the Church. 


Hill’s book makes a definite contribution to the growing body of 
knowledge about the history of the Church as well as the history 
of women in the Church and provides documentation that could 
be used by other scholars who wish to pursue these interesting 


and important subjects. @ 


Adrienne M. Israel 
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His grandfather is famous as an entrepreneur, pastor, and prelate 
that served on the General Board of Bishops of the Church Of 
God In Christ. His dad is an accomplished pastor and preacher 
in Virginia, but Levi Willis, IT, made his own indelible mark for 


the short time he lived among the people 
of the earth. His story was his own and he 


will be missed! 


Elder Levi Edgar Willis, HI, 31, departed 
this life March 3, 2006, in Atlanta, 
Georgia. He lived and performed his task 
as preacher of the gospel, a loving hus- 
band, and faithful son before he died. He 
was the eldest son of administrative assis- 
tant, Elder Levi E. and Judith W. Willis, 
II, in Norfolk, Virginia. He was married 
to Trelanie Renay Johnson Willis of 
Atlanta, Georgia. As newlyweds, they 


were building a life and careers together. 


Elder Willis, III, was educated in the Chesapeake Public School 
System. He furthered his education at Norfolk State University, 
where he obtained a BS degree. He was also student government 
president for two terms and held other leadership positions. He 


the 


Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) and committed 


enrolled in Mason Theological Seminary of 
himself to pursuing the call and vocation of ministry. Dr. Harold 
Bennett, president-dean of C.H. Mason Seminary stated, "Levi 
was the life of the party and a lover of preaching. He often added 


insight and humor into situations. We shall truly miss his char- 


acter and spiritual gifts." Levi served as student body president of 


the Mason Fellowship and provided distinguished leadership. 


Elder Levi E. Il, Levi Willis III and Judith W. Willis 


As a beloved husband, son, brother, uncle, and grandson, he 


acknowledged and accepted God’s call to ministry more than 15 
years ago and was ordained in August 2002 
by his grandfather, Bishop L.E. Willis, Sr. 
He was a devoted member of the Good 
News Family Worship Center COGIC in 
Norfolk. While in Atlanta, Levi served as 
associate minister at Greater Community 
COGIC where Bishop Chandler D. 
Owens is pastor. His contributions to 
ministry both in the Norfolk and Atlanta 


areas will be remembered and appreciated. 


The homegoing ceremony was special and 
comforting to the family. Elder Arthur F. 
Mosley, former interim dean of C.H. 
Mason Seminary, delivered a message in a service of triumph at 
the Garden of Prayer Worship Center COGIC. The main eulo- 
gy was preached by Elder Willie James Campbell of Chicago, 


Illinois. 


Left to cherish his memory are his wife, Trelanie Willis; his par- 
ents, Elder and Mrs. Levi E. Willis, If of Virginia Beach; two 
brothers, Elder Jasper M. Willis (LaTonya) of Virginia Beach, 
Elder Jonathan G. Willis (Nicole) of Lynchburg, Virginia; a sis- 
ter, Tiffani J. Willis of Norfolk, Virginia; paternal grandparents, 
Bishop and Mrs. Levi E. Willis, Sr., of Norfolk, Virginia; and a 


host of relatives and friends. O 
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INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: 
then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice. 
~ Psalm 96:12 
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By Dr. David A. Hall, Sr. 


Memphis, T'N- In order to better serve our customer base, the 
Church Of God In Christ Publishing House is planning an on- 
line catalog and system. In order to advance the business and 
grow the market share, inside and outside the church, the 


Publishing House is hoping to modernize. 


Yes, by 2007, it is projected that customers will be able to use 
their email and credit cards to order curriculum materials and 
supplies. Along with equipment purchases, the management is 
hoping to promote the business in the most up-to-date, efficient, 


secure Way. 


The Publishing House will provide four different methods for its 
clients’ purchasing needs. Customers may fax, email, use US 
mail, or walk-in to place orders in the near future. The internal 
processes that allow full operations of this type are being planned 
and investigated. Following web portal and an internal client 


tracking system will advance the following: 


1. Automation of the researching of books and materials 
2. Electronic catalog 

3. Simplified ordering process 

4, Online ordering using debit or credit cards 


5. Advanced ordering processes and trouble shooting 


Dr. Hall said, “Reducing labor and time is essential in this fast- 
paced world. We hope to provide better tracking of customer 
orders, accuracy of data, and eliminating order errors. The 
shortened. retrieval time will make for better customer relation- 
ships.” Dr. Hall is proud of the history and development of the 
Publishing House, but now greater responsiveness and service at 
every level is required. The prices of COGIC curriculum mate- 
rials will remain the most reasonable and inexpensive of any 
denomination or publishing house. “Certainly, the recent 


increase in cost was over-due because of overhead and material 
cost,” replied Hall. All and all, the COGIC curriculum is yet a 
bargain. @ 


Mother Famie Fields Hamilton 


A Virtuous Woman Obituary 


Memphis, TN. When Famie Fields was born in 
Crawford, Arkansas on February 2, 1916, she probably 
never dreamed her life would propel her to the position 
of pastor’s wife in a Pentecostal church in Memphis, 
Tennessee. She was one of three daugthers born to the 
late James and Menthia Fields, but her older sister, Mrs. 
Carrie Whitman (Bland) of Newark, New Jersey and her 
younger sister, Mrs. Alice “Honey” Scott (Moses) of 
Chicago, Illinois preceded in her death. 


On April 28, 1942, this young lady married an industri- 
ous young man named Curley Hamilton from Walls, 
Mississippi. They became the proud and loving parents 
of two daughters: Mrs. Curlene Faye Collins (Carl, I) of 
Detroit, Michigan and Sandra Claire Hamilton of 
Memphis, Tennessee. Admittedly uneasy and concerned 
when her husband announced his call to the ministry, 
Famie prayerfully participated. Mrs. Hamilton readily 
gave him money from her grocery allowance to rent a 
place where they could start a church. She and their 
daughters served as the original choir, and her husband 
did the preaching. Soon, members joined and they all 
worked together in an effort to lift up a standard for the 
Lord in North Memphis. 


Sister Hamilton worked untiringly by her husband’s side 
and was dedicated to the concept of team ministry. Ina 
very quiet and unassuming way, she prayed while he 
preached. She kept a close watch over their congregation 
and was often found sharing whatever she had with 
members who were in need. She did not sit back and 
look on while others worked; she was always right in the 
middle of all the activity. She did whatever needed to be 
done: She cooked, cleaned, served, visited the sick, and 
advised the younger women. She taught them(by pre- 
cept and example) how to love and respect their hus- 
bands and how to love, respect, and care for their chil- 
dren. She taught them to train their children to love and 


serve God and to love and respect their fathers. She 
taught the women to be chaste housekeepers and prayer- 
ful saints. She worked with every auxiliary in the church. 
She served as the advisor for the Young Women’s 
Christian Council, founder of the White Lily Club, and 
leader of the Tuesday Noon-Day Prayer. In addition to 
her duties at her local church, she also worked with the 
Jurisdiction as a leader in the State Ministers’ Wives 
Organization, and she was the State Hospitality Lady for 
several years during the life of Late Presiding Bishop J.O. 
Patterson, Sr. 


Sister Hamilton was very proud of her local church 
which is now a beautiful edifice located at 918 N. 
Seventh Street in Memphis, and was affectionately called 
“Our First Lady” by the membership. She was often 
depicted as a perfect example of the “virtuous woman” 
described in Proverbs 31:10-31. She was the epitome of 
She made 


everyone who entered her home feel loved and wel- 


femininity, graciousness, and hospitality. 
comed. 


Sister Famie and her beloved husband of sixty-four years 
were scheduled to be the honorees at a “Jubilee 
Celebration” of their fity years as pastor and wife June 
17, 2005. Unfortunately, after almost five years of being 
confined to her home, Sister Hamilton just quietly “slept 
away” at home and went to be with the Lord, 


Wednesday, April 12, 2006. 


First Lady Hamilton is survived by her devoted husband, 
Superintendent Curley Hamilton, daugthers, son-in-law, 
grandson (Attorney Carl L Collins, III, of Detroit), and 
extended Hamilton family, the Eldridge family, devoted 
caregivers, god-children, friends, and the Life Church Of 
God In Christ family. Although she will be greatly 
missed, her church members are confident that her own 
works will praise her in the gates. Mother Famie 
Hamilton was ninety years old. © 
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by Mr & Mrs. Paul Lawrence & Cleorah Scruggs-DeBose 


It is with overwhelming joy that we share this testimony, which 
is an excerpt from our upcoming book! Our marriage represents 
a miraculous change in our diversity, from the great single life to 
the great married life on August 6, 2005! We say miraculous 
because we only saw each other once in about 50 years, and that 
was 30 years ago. Then suddenly, and most definitely, unexpect- 
ed for sure, God allowed our friendship to reconnect and lead to 


holy matrimony! 


Paul and I are most importantly, born again Christians, who have 
never been married, nor have children, and are both retired. We 
feel blessed to share this testimony because only Jehovah Jireh 
could do such an awesome thing as this! God is no respecter of 
persons (Acts 10:34), and what he does for one he can do for 
another. We feel that we represent the voice of love, hope and 
faith for many, especially the baby boomers, over age 50, who 
desire to marry. Always in another person’s wedding and never 
your own. Somebody needs to know or perhaps reminded that 


waiting on the Lord to provide, whenever, in whatever, way he 


— chooses to provide is well worth the wait (Isa. 40:31). 
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Paul shared that even though the marriage light looked dim 
sometimes, he always had faith in God that he would find his 
soulmate wife, and it came to pass! My pastor, Bishop Roger 
Jones, prophesied to me a long time ago that God was going to 
send me a husband that really loved God and me, too. That is 
exactly what happened! I must admit that many years passed 
before this reality came to fruition. If the truth “Shol nuff be 
told,”as my mother would say, sometimes I felt that this marriage 
thing and my life long dream of a christian wedding, with my 
daddy, age 80, walking me down the aisle, and mama, age 75, 
smiling as she looked on with a godly pride, just might not be 
happening for me. Oh, but it did! Now Paul and I have earned 


a unique victory: a marriage testimony. 


So we welcome you to join in this joyous celebration of life. Oh 
magnify the Lord with us, and let us exalt his name together 
(Psalm 34:3) for the latter will be better than the former (Joel 
2:25)!@ 


(New Testament only) used by the proponents of the Prosperity 
Gospel movement to determine if the best hermeneutics, exege- 
sis, and critical examinations, have been employed; secondly, the 
paper will focus on the socio-economic and theological implica- 


tions of the teachings for the Pentecostal Church. 


It is clear that the Bible tells us to preach sound doctrine to con- 
front and combat erroneous teachings and to be on the alert for 
false teachers. In Paul’s second pastoral Epistle to Timothy, II 
Timothy 4:1-4, he specifically charges Timothy to defend the 
Faith, even if the defense necessitates rebuke and reprove. In the 
above mentioned epistle, Paul anticipates the ultimate onslaught 
of false teachers who would teach a new doctrine 

that would turn many from the truth to 


fables. 
thought in his Epistle to Titus, Titus 


Paul follows the same line of 


2:1, where he directs as to the gospel 
Titus is to preach. Because the Pauline 
letters predate the Gospels, it seems 
appropriate to take a peep at the 
warning of the invasion of the 
Church with false doctrines, and the 
defense of the Faith 
Christian Community. Matthew and Mark's 


in the Primitive 
Gospels are emphatic about the real exis- 
tence of false prophets, Matthew 7:15-20 
and Mark 13:22-23. The essential advice 
from each is “Beware!” In a time during 

which historical and Biblical Christianity is 

becoming more and more confused and associated 
with sects and cults, and it seems to be further con- 
fused by the apparent economic success, the clamor 
of commerce and culture, it seems that this is appro- 
priate opportunity for Bible - based Christianity to adhere to the 
Apostolic admonition to “...earnestly contend for the faith which 


was once delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3-4). 


The Word of Faith Movement’s chief promoters include house- 
hold, television-audience names and well-known religious lead- 
Like Kenneth Copeland, Paul Crouch, Creflo Dollar, 
Kenneth Hagin, Marilyn Hickey, Benny Hinn, Bishop T.D. 
Jakes, Joyce Meyers, Joel Osteen, Bishop Eddie Long, Miles 
Monroe, Rod Parsley and John Hagee. The promoters of the 


ers. 


Word of Faith theology insist that their theology is Bible-based 


and Christ-centered; but when one visits the New Testament ref- 


erences and hermeneutics, the texts seem to say something essen- 
tially to the contrary to what the Word of Life and Positive 
Confession groups are saying and teaching. One is literally 
astounded to observe what the happens on “Praise-A-Thon time” 
as the parade of stars associated with the Prosperity Gospel 
Movement, such as Paul, Jan, Paula White, and Juanita Buynum, 
usually end by asking for an offering. It would suffice, at this 
juncture, to examine a number of their core Scriptures. 
Needlessly to say, their supporting Scriptures are rather limited; 
their core is basically word-of- mouth theology and a supposedly 


spontaneous revelation. 


The chief concern for Christians is that a clear distinction is made 
between truth and falsehood, and between those Bible-based 
legitimate doctrines and those clandestine cults that have 
“..crept in unaware.” If one denies the one triune God, 
and places man at the same level as God, denies the full 
deity and full humanity of Jesus Christ, and the gospel of 
grace, then one has broken away from the essential 
tenets of the Christian faith. When one insists 
that the Christian faith is negotiable and 
alterable, one has left Christianity and 
has become cultic, either in the 
commercial, 


psychotherapeutic, 
political, or religious sense. 
Therefore, to ward off a heresy and to 
protect the Christian Church against 
the onslaught of strange, non-Biblical 
teachings, preachers must espouse 
the truth. Bible-based understanding of 
the Word of God, based on the best 
hermeneutic, should help one correctly 
interprete the Gospel of Jesus Christ and give 
some sense of what the strange teachings are. As has been noted 
earlier in this paper, the Prosperity Gospel’s Scriptures are limited. 
However, their theologies are numerous and the central theme of 
the movement is money, money, and more money. The Biblical 
teaching that the love of money is the root of all evil has essential- 
ly been changed to read that money is the root of all prosperity, 
and the lack of money is the root of all poverty. The Positive 
Confession and the Prosperity Gospel group suggest that poverty 
is a lack of faith. For them, all the believer has to do is to speak 


the words, or name-it and claim-it: this is at best a distortion of 


the Scripture. @ : 
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Elder Charles Samue 


A Churchman & 


It was God’s prerogative to enact His infinite wisdom and call to rest’ 


a man that Headquarters Jurisdiction loved and honored. All praise 


be to our sovereign God! And so, God came and took Elder Charles 
Samuel Tucker, Sr. Elder Tucker was dedicated and busy promoting 
and sustaining the Kingdom. On May 27, 2006, God called that 
impeccable steward and person of excellent spiritual demeanor to his 
reward. 


Elder Charles S. Tucker, Sr., born to humble origins in Mason, 
Tennessee, but grew rich in the promise of God and thereby forged 
a life of integrity and Christian service. Charles $. Tucker was edu- 
cated in Fayette County, and graduated from Booker T. Washington 
High of Memphis, Tennessee, but recognized that his ability to labor 
for God would be enhanced by matriculating at Owen College. He 
did and this further prepared him for reaching the Memphis com- 


munity. 


In 1949, Charles married Loraine Maclin. She was his darling and 
trusted help mate for 57 years. In those day he found meaningful 
employment at the Myers “Hunter Fan” Company and was noted 
for being the first African American supervisor in that successful 
firm. His outstanding employment record helped established a 
precedent for future generations. 


Elder Charles S. Tucker distinguished himself as a faithful saint, tire- 
less Christian and community worker in the “Grand Ole” Church 
Of God In Christ. He began his ministry at the Lane Avenue 
Church Of God In Christ, under the tutorship of the esteemed 
Bishop A.B. McEwen, Sr. In 1956, Elder Tucker’s devoted energy to 
God and his family proved boundless and God opened the door for 
his multitude of ministerial gifts while serving in a local Arlington, 
Tennessee COGIC congregation. This small work proved to be the 
training ground for larger efforts and in 1959, God ignited the unc- 
tion to establish his own work. He preach out the Hemlock Church 
Of God In Christ, located on Hemlock Street, located in Memphis. 
That ministry prospered under extreme odds and difficulty, but he 
remodeled that building, built a flourishing congregation, and then 
moved to 610 North Seventh Street. 


Charles and his devoted wife, Loraine fashioned an excellent record 
as parents of six Godfearing children, and a congregation with gift- 
ed and musically talented individuals, some of whom have gained 
world renown. The 610 N. Seventh Street address was in a tough 


a light that comi 

(Doris) Barabara Ti sonnett ucker, Pearl 
Tucker are great support and made the backbone of the Tucker 
Temple congregation strong. Their brother Ezra (Nancy) lives in 
Colorado and is a gifted artist. 


Superintendent Tucker distinguished himself with a splendid repu- 
tation as a churchman, financial chairman, national trustee of the 
Church Of God In Christ and a jurisdictional executive leader of 
clergy, serving as Chairman of Executive Board in the Headquarters 
Jurisdiction. Elder Tucker did these various jobs without hesitation 
being a pastor for 46 years, 29 years in as elected or volunteer work- 
er in national church. After renovating the 610 N. Seventh Street 
building, Elder Tucker was lauded by government officials for his 34 


years of service to that community in Memphis, Tennessee., 


Historically, Chairman Charles Samuel Tucker’s contributions to the 
Church Of God In Christ and the Lord’s Kingdom shall be remem- 
bered, and oil spoken of, because he served with great men like 
Bishops A.B. McEwen, J.O. Patterson, Chey Iiplely letoyecl) eravel [0 
Patterson, Jr. The Headquarters Jurisdiction is praying for his wife, 
children and Church family. All of the jurisdiction thanks God for 
such an inveterate servant of high standards and moral character. 
Certainly, we pastors that sat in his counsel shall miss his smile, his 
modest demeanor, his sense of honor and his dry wit. 


The Headquarters Jurisdiction gathered under the leadership of 
Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr and remembered this intrepid soldier of 
righteousness At Pentecostal Temple acknowledged that Pastor 
Charles Samuel Tucker, Sr preached the word in season and out, that 
he reproved, rebuked, exhorted with long suffering and doctrine, 
debunked the fable teachers, endured afflictions, did the work of an 
evangelist and made full proof of his ministry. We all said good by 
on the 3rd Day of June, the year of our Lord, 2006. However, we 
know that when the roll is called up yonder we shall renew our rela- 
tionship again. @ 


Dr. David Allen Hall, Sr., Administrative Assistant/ Jurisdictional 
Secretary Headquarters Jurisdiction 


(continued from page 1.) 


Before the Gulf Coast area can be rebuilt, the government, both 
local and national must review the basic facts. Scientists say the 
geography all over the Gulf Coast area has changed due to reced- 
ing coast lines and marshlands being wasted. It is commonly 
accepted that gradually diminishing marshlands once protected the 
city of New Orleans and Gulf region, and now that is a thing of 
the past. There are less barriers to hold back the waters and winds 
of nature. If people can move back and live in those affected Gulf 
Coast areas successfully, new and innovative construction must be 
built. This redevelopment can be shared by government and non 
profit organizations. The one item on the Gulf Coast that is hard- 
est to find is affordable housing. FEMA has wasted over a billion 
dollars just trying to meet the early emergency. Responsible saints 
with resources and credible 501c(3) organizations, or even jurisdic- 
tions should, be encouraged to develop housing. The government 
is looking for business partners to build and maintain the new 
housing. Soon billions of dollars will be available and I believe our 
Church has the will and the people to partner with the government 
to help rebuild and not waste the money! 


Second, there is a critical need for affordable insurance on the Gulf 
Coast. A good number of the damaged churches in the wake of 
the hurricane had no insurance or were very under insured. Maybe 
the General Board could put together a commission and study the 
insurance problem. Information is money, and possibly the 
General Board could establish an insurance commission to provide 
information or even negotiate with reasonable area insurers. 
Maybe whole jurisdictions could use their constituent numbers to 
leverage better prices for coverage. Certainly, it should be done in 
order to prevent the reoccurrence of the disaster of not being prop- 
erly insured again. These preventive measures could mean tangi- 
ble savings and increased security for Gulf Coast residents and 


affiliated churches. 


The third possibility is creating a database for guild workers. 
Around the country there are congregations that have workers 
ready and able to travel to the Gulf Coast and help rebuild. Some 
churches are damaged less than others, and therefore don’t need as 
much support. Maybe a group of volunteers would ride down and 
work for a weekend. All of us remember how late Presiding Bishop 
Louis H. Ford instituted “Help Week” in Lexington, Mississippi. 
Hopefully, the General Church would respond to such a call. 
Possibly, COGIC Charities could develop and maintain that data- 
base. How many dry wall finishers, painters, plumbers, electri- 
cians and landscapers do we have in the Church Of God In Christ? 
A guild workers volunteer program would go a long to helping 
some churches back to full operation. 


If we believe in our church and our leadership, then whatever pos- 
sible should be done to create positive change in the well docu- 
mented realities of the Gulf Coast evacuees. My hope is that we 
saints listen to our inspired and visionary leader. I truly dont 
know all that can be done but except we get together, little will be 
accomplished. It is time to unite behind our leader and demon- 
strate the love and strength in the Church Of God In Christ. 


David Hall, Editor 
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Call: 901-144-0407 
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COGIC Charities: 


Philanthropic 
Ministry 


by David A. Hall, Sr. 


When Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson pursued the dream of cre- 
ating a charitable arm of the Church Of God In Christ, most 
members did not fully appreciate the benefit. When hurricanes 
Rita and Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast of America, nearly 5 
million people were temporarily or permanently displaced. The 
need had to be met! The initial response was effectively and legit- 
imately an act of boundless love and unbridled enthusiasm. 
There were millions of dollars given in cash, as well as tangible 
contributions by saints all over America. Despite the magnitude 
of each contribution, every little bit helped. The Church Of God 
In Christ proved herself to be in touch as a humane and giving 
institution. The food, lodging, clothing, and goodwill aided peo- 
ple and assuredly saved lives, 


sanity, and human dignity. 


To date, the evacuees from the 
nation’s worst hurricane season 
have relocated, settled in, and 
are putting the pieces of their 
far-flung lives back together. 
Our leadership recognized the 
immediate challenge and put 
forth efforts that sparked a 
watershed event for our Church. 
The “imago dei” that is, the 
image of God was truly demon- 
strated through our sincere 
efforts. I might add that our 
charitable giving extended not 


Elder Penton 


only to church members, but to 
the general public as well. 


seat 


I recently had an opportunity to 
sit down and interview the 
Executive Director of COGIC 


Charities, Elder John Penton. 
He informed me of the many 


AMMAN TT 


things our philanthropic arm is 
doing and planning to achieve 
on behalf of the victims of America’s worst hurricane season. 
Elder Penton said, “The visionary leadership of Presiding Bishop 
Patterson has been implemented throughout the Gulf Coast area. 
I have been in Louisiana, Texas and Mississippi. I cannot truly 
describe the devastation, but I am certainly glad our Church is 
there.” Elder Penton commented that our greatest concern now 
is the second stage of giving. “After the initial outpouring of love, 
the charities gave an official gift in the amount of $1,500.00 to 


& Pastor Roberts 


nearly two hundred pastors. Under the auspice of the General 
Board, Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush and Pastor George Murray 
have formed what is called a Pastoral Ministry Continuation 
Grant.” 


Elder Penton toured the devastated areas and witnessed the level 
of deprivation on the entire Gulf Coast. He knows how well the 
contributions were appreciated. COGIC Charities hopes to do 
more, but that will take shape as the Presiding Bishop and 
General Board’s extended program is developed and made 
known. For his part, Elder Penton wants to develop partnerships 
between corporate leadership and our organization to solve the 
next steps for successfully 
returning the saints home. 
He said, “The time for part- 
nerships is growing daily. 
Look at how America’s reli- 
gious and business commu- 
nities merged. Both laid 
aside bureaucracies and bar- 
riers, then aggressively put a 
human face on_ their 
Why can't that 


love and concern continue?” 


response. 


@ 
As for COGIC Charities, 


Elder Penton said, “Our 
leaders are aware that the 
victims need more, and the 
Church Of God In Christ 


wants to do more. But, 


I OC ONE IIE OTR 


where does the money come 
from? If our people believe 
and respond to _ the 
Presiding Bishop's vision, 
we could have money and 
request matching grants 
from Corporate America.” 
Elder Penton said, “More 
aid is coming, but possibly in an innovative and unique way. A 
way that may be more constructive and possibly more essential 
than cash dollars. I have boiled my thoughts down to the follow- 
ing acronym: PEACE! I think our next steps should be about 
Putting Energy Around Collaborative Efforts. The Church needs 
to create partnerships with businesses and government. 
Nevertheless, 


Charities.” @ 


great things are happening through COGIC 


*) Malawi Central rica’ 


Mission Field — 


Bishop Frederick D. Kelley and Supervisor Claudettee Duncan 
have found a mission field half way around the world. Their mis- 
sion field is a rich opportunity to spread the gospel and give sup- 
port to people poor in material goods, but surely blessed in spir- 
it. Bishop Kelley and Supervisor Duncan naturally hope that 
education and uplift will result from their efforts. This article 
will cover their work in the orphanage, the medical center, and 


the evangelistic thrust being made across Malawi. 


Upon landing at Chileka Airport in Blantyre, Malawi, saints are 
welcomed by the native people. The beauti- 
ful smiles and brightly colored clothing mask 
the object poverty and suffering the 
Malawians endure. The women bear chil- 
dren regularly and work hard while work is 
available. Their lot is merely the circum- 
stance handed them due to colonial days and 
crushing poverty in Central Africa. All the 
time the Bishop and his group traveled and 
worked among the saints, we recognized faith 
was being built. During our visit the team 
traveled 2,080 miles in two weeks visiting 
places like Lilongwe, Ntcheu, Sharp Valley, 
Nkhotakota, 


Bvumbwe. The places can hardily be spotted 


Lombia, Mulaujie and 
on the map but the people of God were there 


to meet the saints from America. 


Elder Bobby Hall, Pastor Chisile and Sister Wells attended to the 
needs of people at every stop. We handed out bicycles, hymn 
books, and Bibles to the local pastors. The saints were indeed 


glad to receive them and it made us feel some very good realize 


Bishop Kelley and Supervisor 
Duncan give lad shoes 


the benefit of the gifts. Supervisor Duncan could see in the eyes 
of the women and children how welcomed the Saints were. The 


time spent in this country is so rear. 


The worship services were great! The Malawians sing so richly 
and their melodies invoke the memory of yesteryear in the 
Church Of God In Christ. Stateside, gone are the days of only 
hand clapping and stomping feet. While in Malawi, the team 
experienced such raw energy and enthusiasm about the faith. 
Their being sinoerity and devotion benefitted 
each team member. It make us feel the items 
we brought were not enough; we wanted to do 
more. It was a joy to see the men rejoicing 


with Bishop. 


Children are so precious. The women brought 
children in great numbers. The mortality rate 
is high in relationship to America. The moth- 
ers are great and provide love to their babies. 
Many diseases that no long bother the America 
family can be devastating in Africa. The 
Supervisor spoke to the women about their 
children and their health. Mothers are the 
same everywhere, and they hope the best for 
their children. On a sadder note, HIV AIDS 
is accelerating in Africa. Therefore, orphan- 

ages are needed more than ever. Our ministry 
is glad to say the Jome and Good Hope Orphanages are function- 
ing to God’s glory. Bishop Kelley broke ground for the Skyline 
Christian Orphanage on February 28, 2006, in Byvumbwe. There 


are 21 orphans presently enrolled. @ 
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Church Of God In Christ, A Look Back 


Bishop Mason, being embraced by Pastors’ Council 


Two Powerful Books On Sale Now! 


, By Bishop Martin Luther Johnson 


See 


loney The Road We've Trod 


Convinced that the final chapter about the life of David Walker had not been writ- 
ten, Dr. Johnson presents a constructive and provocative approach to the life and 


struggles of this man. His approach gets to the core of American racism and pres- 
ents a challenge to future generations to pursue clarifications of, and answers to, 
the inconsistency between enslavement by white Americans and Christianity’s mes- 
sage of Jesus Christ. Deeply rooted in this book is the urging to re-read Black his- 
tory specifically, and American history in general, in an effort to arrive at a point 
of creative and positive dialogue. Because theological themes of racism, liberation, 
and social justice are pervading focusses of the work, one must get in touch with 
the Jesus of History in-order to get a better grasp of the Christ of Faith. One must 
come to grips with who Jesus is and experience a deeper undergirding of the reali- 
ty of Him in order to understand the meaning and purpose of total and complete 
liberation. Jesus Christ is tantamount to liberation and reconciliation of persons, 
but total reconciliation is predicated upon repentance of the persons, systems, and 
institutions responsible for the original alienation. 


Theological Approaches To Pastoral Care 


Confident that a key ingredient in the pastoral counseling and pastoral care pro- 
fession is hearing what is said both verbally and non-verbally, Dr. Johnson pres- 
ents an innovative and constructive approach to counseling. His is an approach 
that is provocative, insightful, and holds new challenges and support to caregivers. 
Pastoral care is a person-centered, holistic approach to care that complements the 
care offered by other helping disciplines, while paying particular attention to spir- 
itual care. The focus of pastoral care is upon the healing, guiding, supporting, rec- 
onciling, nurturing, liberating, and empowering of people in whatever situation 
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they find themselves. 


Martin Luther Johnson is the Jurisdictional Prelate of the First Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction, Church of God In Christ, New Jersey, and a retired Colonel from the 
United States Army. He is a graduate of Palm Beach Atlantic University; The 
Interdenominational Theological Center; The University of Central Texas; New 
York University, where he completed the course work for the Doctor of 
Philosophy Degree in Religious Education (ABD); the United States Basic Course 
and the Advanced Course; the Command and General College; and The 
International Seminary (Ph.D.). 


Order Online at barnesandnoble 
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